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Leaving on Top

Graceful Exits for Leaders
By David Heenan

“Leaving on Top explores how to deal with the
trauma of quitting when you’re ahead and stepping
up to the challenges of the next stage of life.

A must read.”
—Michael O’Neill, Chairman of Citigroup

aying goodbye to a career is never easy—deciding whether to

leave or stay can be one of the hardest decisions a leader will
ever make. Filled with professional sketches and sage advice, David
Heenan’s Leaving on Top: Graceful Exits for Leaders is a rare book
that explores this delicate—and often only whispered about—topic.
Featuring a brilliant foreword by leadership pioneer Warren Ben-
nis, Leaving on Top’s guidance on life transitions is unparalleled.
Profiling over twenty top figures in fields as diverse as business,
government, sports, and entertainment, Leaving on Top reveals the
secrets to excelling in one of life's most formidable challenges: the
graceful exit.

Software mastermind Bill Gates and TV personality Oprah Winfrey mastered the fine art of quitting
at the top of their game, gracefully transitioning into the next phase of their lives. Others, including
football player Brett Farve and real estate entrepreneur Leona Helmsley, clung on stubbornly and tar-
nished their otherwise illustrious credentials. The decision to bid adieu, therefore, should always begin
with the question: Will I enjoy more—and contribute more—today and tomorrow than yesterday? If

not, the timing is right to enter the next stage of life.

HOW AND WHEN TO CALL IT QUITS
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David Heenan is a visiting professor of global strategy at Georgetown University, and has
served on the faculties of Stanford, Dartmouth, the University of Hawaii, and the University
of Pennsylvania, where he won the esteemed Anvil Award for teaching excellence. A former

consulting editor to the Journal of Business Strategy, Heenan’s consulting clients have
included Bank of America, Chase Manhattan Bank, Citigroup, and McKinsey & Co.

To order, or for more information, please contact the National Book Network
at customercare@nbnbooks.com or call them at 888-273-2539. Bulk orders also available.
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Saying goodbye to a career is never easy—
deciding whether to leave or stay can be one of the
hardest decisions a leader will ever make. Filled
with professional sketches and sage advice, David
Heenan’s Leaving on Top: Graceful Exits for Leaders
is a rare book that explores this delicate—and often
only whispered about—topic. Featuring a brilliant
foreword by leadership pioneer Warren Bennis,
Leaving on Top’s guidance on life transitions is
unparalleled. Profiling over twenty top figures in
fields as diverse as business, government, sports,
and entertainment, Leaving on Top reveals the
secrets to excelling in one of life’s most formidable
challenges: the graceful exit.

Software mastermind Bill Gates and TV personality
Oprah Winfrey mastered the fineart of quittingat the
top of their game, gracefully transitioning into the
next phase of their lives. Others, including football
player Brett Farve and real estate entrepreneur
Leona Helmsley, clung on stubbornly and tarnished
their otherwise illustrious credentials. The decision
to bid adieu, therefore, should always begin with
the question: Will I enjoy more—and contribute
more—today and tomorrow than yesterday? If not,
the timing is right to enter the next stage of life.
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